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THE GOOD NEWS 

Lake Gibson United Methodist 
Church 

To be a joyful church family that is crucial 
to our community 

 
  

Thoughts from the Pastor 
 

 I was on a Zoom conference call recently with the other pastors in our district and 
this observation was made.  We have been taught that whatever we do, we should do to 
the best of our ability – especially in worship practices and sermon preparation and deliv-
ery.  In fact we are often told that if we cannot do something well – don’t do it at all.   

 

 Many of the pastors on that call said they had thought about quitting the ministry in 
the recent months.  In the climate that exists in our society and church today, it is very diffi-
cult to do many things in an excellent manner.  We are doing things we never thought 
about in ways we are not familiar with.  We are all learning new technology and doing 
things we were never taught.  We are dealing with situations that are unprecedented.  We 
are literally out of the box.  All of the respondents on that call (there were 80-plus) said 
they were tired, frustrated, confused and unsure of what to do next in many circumstances.  

 

 I think this is the feeling many of us have at this time – clergy and laity.  So what is it 
we should be focusing on?  In that Zoom call we were encouraged to be faithful.  We were 
encouraged to do what we can and to continue to preach and teach the Word to the best 
of our ability in that given moment.  To continue loving our congregations and communities.  
To be faithful to God, continue to be a witness for Him and allow His glory to shine in our 
lives.  Even when we know we are not at our best, God has a way of taking our faithful ef-
forts and doing far more than we could ever dream or imagine. 

 

 That is what each of us should do – be faithful to God.  Continue to worship Him, 
continue to pray, meditate, and read Scripture.  Continue to share the Good News and 
support the local church.  Continue to strive to love God and neighbor.  The reward in  
Matthew 25:21 came with the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant!”  Being faith-
ful is what we are called to be – not necessarily to be the best.  Thank you for being 
faithful.  May you and I remain faithful to our Lord and Savior, and may He have all the glo-
ry for the great things He has done and will do. 
 
May God’s blessing be evident in your life as we journey through this time, 

Pastor Steve 

 

 
Well Done,  
Good and 
Faithful  
Servant. 
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Date     October Events (as of 9/30) 
   
    3    Deadline to register for the Gulf Central District UMW Annual Celebration on 
    Zoom, Oct 17th. 
 
    4   10:30 am  World Communion Sunday (Special Sunday with offering); Worship service 
    with communion (call office to reserve seats or participate via Facebook or on 
    church website). 
 
    5      2:00 pm  United Methodist Women (UMW)  Zoom meeting "Turning Faith into Action:  
    Member Conversations".   
 
    7     7:00 pm  Zoom screening of In the Water documentary on damage caused by coal ash  
 
    8 2:00 pm  A Little Bit of Heaven (ALBOH) Board Meeting  
 
    10  9:00 am  United Methodist Men (UMM) in-person meeting in FLC Classroom 1. 
    Coffee and donuts served; OPEN to all men.  Work project to replace  
    lights in the choir room.             
 
    12 5:30 pm  Whosoever Bible Study (off campus); Columbus Day Federal Holiday.   
 
    15 10:00 am  StillnMission Webinar with Janet Horman, missionary supported by FL Conf 
 
    17   9:45 am  Gulf Central District UMW Annual Celebration on Zoom 
 
    17 Noon   Get Out the Vote Drive-thru Parade ($25 registration fee). 
 
    18 4:30 pm  Church Conference with District Superintendent.   
 
    18 5:15 pm   Church Meeting on Endowment Fund (starts after Church Conference) 
 
    19 11:00 am  UMW Leadership Team meeting in Sanctuary 
 
    21 3:00 pm  UMW Just Energy 4 All through Solar Equity, Part 2:  Financing Solar Energy 
    Zoom meeting.  (Registration info to be provided.) 
     
    31    Halloween.  Last day of daylight savings time -- Fall Back before bed! 
         

Repeating Events 
 

Sundays at 10:30 am Worship Service followed by Zooming the Peace at 11:30.  Call the office to 
    register.   
2nd Tuesdays, 5:30 pm New Bible study and worship group, Whosoever, meets at Debbie Moore’s 
    house 
 
3rd Wednesdays, 3:00 pm UMW Just Energy 4 All Zoom meeting.  Emphasis on education about the  
    energy issues which impact health and well-being of people of color, climate 
    change and racial equity, and on actions we can take to help.  Open to all. 
    Register at https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/just-energy-for-all 
 
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm Bible Study on Zoom with Bishop Carter (October 28th, Litany of  
    Remembrance).  Study continues through November 25th. 
 
Thursdays at 1:00 pm Bible Study with Pastor Polk on 1st Corinthians.  Call church office to register. 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/just-energy-for-all
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World Communion Sunday  
Is October 4th 

 
"Christ is our peace. He made both Jews and 

Gentiles into one group. With his body, he broke 
down the barrier of hatred that divided us."  

 Ephesians 2:14, CEB 
 

 Each year, several denominations cele-
brate World Communion Sunday on the first Sun-
day in October, which is October 4th this year.  
For United Methodists and others, the observance 
focuses our attention on the universal and in-
clusive nature of the church.   
 
 In addition to participating in Holy Com-
munion, United Methodists live out this church-
wide Special Sunday in concrete ways.  World 
Communion Sunday calls the church to reach out 
to all people and to model diversity to God's chil-
dren everywhere. 
 
 In 1972, the General Conference approved 
the World Communion Sunday offering to support 
the education of racial-ethnic groups. Dona-
tions to this Special Sunday offering equip U.S. 
racial-ethnic and international students to trans-
form the church and their communities as both 
laity and clergy.  Without the support of our United 
Methodist brothers and sisters, however, their 
dreams may elude them.  Please annotate your 
special donation as World Communion Sunday. 
 
[Source:  email from SpecialSundays@umc.com] 
 

Florida United Methodist Children’s 
Home (FUMCH) - Heads Up! 

 
 It’s almost time for our annual Christmas 
gift collection for the FUMCH children and the 
cottages.  We’ve learned that they are looking for 
gift cards for Walmart, Kohl’s, Amazon and Visa. 
 
 They will also request gift items as stocking 
stuffers and some things on kids’ wish lists.  
We’re assuming the deadline to deliver our gifts to 
FUMCH will be the end of November.  We will 
post the information about the due date and re-
quested items or gift cards in the needed amounts 
on the church website as soon as we receive it. 
 
 Thanking your in advance, Phyllis and 
Dwight Kitchens, FUMCH Representatives 
 

Speaker:  Rev. Kris Schonewolf  

  
 Rev. Schonewolf is the 
founding pastor and director of The 
Oasis at LCI, a ministry operating at 
Lowell Correctional Institution in 
Ocala, FL.  Kris has a passion for 
seeing women set free from the chains of shame, 
trauma and rejection.  By helping them discover 
their true identity as daughters of God, they are 
able to focus on becoming all they were made to 
be and embrace hope for a brighter future.  
 
 This will be a virtual meeting on Zoom. 
To register please email Kathy Robertson at 
kathyrobertson.umw@gmail.com or telephone her 
at 727-505-5492. The announced closing date for 
registration is October 3rd, but Kathy may be able 
to extend that if you let her know quickly. 
 

 
My Faith  

 
by Carol Hanna 

 
The church and I have never been very far apart    
 Beginning when I was just a little girl. 
But the commitment to live for Christ didn't start 
 Until I had visited many valleys and climbed 
many a hill. 
 
It was never a question that God would be there; 
 I knew he always would be, 
All I’d have to do is go to Him in prayer 
 And He would be faithful to me. 
 
I must confess it took me til the age of 39 
 To hear that I too must give 
The life always claimed as mine 
 Would be where the holy spirt would live. 
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Lake Gibson United Methodist Church Endowment Fund 

 You may be aware that LGUMC has had an endowment fund for a number of years.  The donors 
intended for their contributions to be used to support certain programs as the funds were needed.  The 
church deposited the funds with the United Methodist Foundation, Inc., which unfortunately had only one 
savings vehicle, an endowment.   
 
 When Pastor Steve came to LGUMC, we learned two important facts about the Endowment Fund: 
 
 1.  We were supposed to only have access to 90% of the earned interest.  We would never be able 
to touch the principal. 
 
 2.  We had inappropriately removed $15,000 from the Youth/Children category of the endowment 
to help repair our church roof after a hurricane. 
 
 Over the past few years we have moved funds from undesignated interest to put $2,000 back into 
the Youth/Children’s category.  We also removed the remaining interest from the undesignated account 
to pay for our sanctuary soffit repair. 
 
 When our endowment was first established, interest rates were much higher.  Possibly the thought 
was that our programs could benefit from this higher interest.  Unfortunately, interest rates today are 
much lower.  We have significant funds set aside in the endowment for our future needs, but not for cur-
rent needs.   
 
 The Board of Trustees and Church Council have discussed this issue and voted affirmatively to 
seek the abolishment of our endowment fund.  Now it is time for the church membership to vote their de-
sires through a church meeting.  On Sunday, 18 October 2020, at approximately 5:15 pm, we will hold 
both an in-person and a Zoom electronic meeting to discuss and vote on this issue.  For those not attend-
ing in person in our sanctuary, you may log into the Zoom meeting by going to: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86735416910 
  
 Shown below are the approximate funds, by category, within our endowment as of the end of Au-
gust 2020.  You will find both the interest and principal attributable to each of the four currently recog-
nized categories.  We envision that these same categories would be maintained should we move our 
funds away from the United Methodist Foundation.  Should the church decide to abolish a program (with 
the approval of the Church Council), funds may be redistributed at some future time. 
 

 
 

 
 

about:blank
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UMW Pecan Sale 
 

 Come buy some of your favorite treats!  
The United Methodist Women are again taking 
orders for pecans from the Mascot Pecan Shelling 
Company through the month of September.  All 
proceeds will be shared among our various mis-
sions.  Order forms are on page 21.  
 
Plain pecan halves and pieces (16 oz. bag) - 
 $14.00 per bag 
 
Cinnamon glazed pecans (10 oz. bag) - 
 $10.00 per bag 
 
Chocolate covered pecans (12 oz. bag) - 
 $10.00 per bag 
 
Pecans are scheduled to be delivered in October. 
 
 You can send in your order on the form on 
page 21 of this newsletter, or you may call Pat 
Moon at 863-858-6883, give her your order and 
make arrangements to pay.   
 
 All monies must be mailed in with your or-
der.  Please make your checks out to LG United 
Methodist Women with a note for pecans.  You 
can mail your order to church or drop it into the 
box next to the office door outside of office hours.   
   
 The address to mail checks and order 
forms is Lake Gibson UMW, 424 W. Daughtery 
Rd, Lakeland, FL 33809. 
 
 Thank you for your purchases!  Remember 
to tell your friends and neighbors, too. 
 

Get Out the Vote Drive-Thru Parade 
October 17th 

 
 On Saturday, October 17th at noon the  
WP/Rochelle Alumni Association is leading a car 
parade starting at 14th Street and Providence and 
ending at 8th Street and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Blvd.  Because of COVID-19 please stay in your 
car and, at the end of the parade, keep going! 
 
 Cost to register a car is $25.00 which will 
be used to pay parade expenses with the balance 
going to the Edward W. Murray Scholarship Fund. 
Make checks payable to WP/Rochelle Alumni and 
mail them to WP/Rochelle Alumni, PO Box 90452, 
Lakeland, FL  33804. 

Lay Leader's Letter 

 ARE YOU READY!!  It’s almost here 
“election day”.  Have you prayed to Father God 
asking for HIS WISDOM to guide in making the 
best choice for our nation?  Each of us has the 
privilege and duty as citizens to thoughtfully 
VOTE.  
 Father God’s Word, our Bible, will guide 
and lead us to choose wisely and responsibly.  I 
enjoy reading the Psalms and have found these to 
be particularly enlightening for the times in which 
we live, Ps 14, 15, and 16.  You may have your 
own favorites as well.  I also read recently the first 
epistle of John, chapters 1- 4.   
 
 Whichever Scripture is your favorite, READ 
IT, MEDITATE ON IT, MEMORIZE IT, TALK 
ABOUT IT AND LIVE IT! 
 
 And after we get through the election, let us 
prepare our hearts to give thanks and enjoy our 
traditional great Thanksgiving holiday with family 
and friends.   
 
SHALOM! 
John Bernat, Lay Leader 

 

Zooming the Peace 

 
 For those not attending in-person worship, 
we Peace Zoomers have a few questions for you:   
 
 Where have you been?  What have you 
been doing?  What do you think about our live-
streaming service?  How could it be improved?  Is 
there something you need help to do? 
 
 We have people who are out of town, peo-
ple who are concerned about returning too soon, 
and people who will worship through live-stream 
perhaps forever.  We understand.  But, as a com-
munity of believers, we want to bring you into our 
gathering.  Please join us each Sunday at 11:30 
am for our Zoom family gathering.  We usually 
visit until 12:30 pm, so if you need a little more 
time after virtual church, you can still join us.  Join 
our Zoom Meeting by clicking the below hyperlink: 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83857033998 
Meeting ID: 838 5703 3998 

 
We hope to see you soon.   
Dwight and Phyllis Kitchens 

about:blank


 

Volume 33, Number 10 October 2020 6 

What is Guardian ad Litem (GAL)? 

 GAL is a statewide program for the safety 
of abused, abandoned and neglected chil-
dren.  The GAL program in our area works with 
the 10th Judicial Circuit Court of Florida, which 
serves Hardee, Polk and Highlands counties. 
 
Who is a GAL? 
 
 A person like you and me who has decided 
to be the voice of a child in court.  You attend 
training to become a GAL.  Monthly you visit your 
child (or children) at home or school.  You go be-
fore the judge with your recommendations for the 
safety of the child.  Sometimes you won't be hap-
py with the judge's decision, but they have to fol-
low the law even if they don't agree.  The parents 
are given an attorney.  The child only has their 
GAL, and you become special friends.  GALs are 
highly respected by the judges in the 10th Judici-
ary Court  
 
Who is a Child Advocate Manager (CAM)? 
 
 The GAL reports to the CAM.  The CAM is 
responsible for several GALs and many children 
and teens.  CAMs make sure all their kids receive 
the supervision and follow-up they deserve. 
 
 Since March the GALs have been working 
under extremely stressful conditions.  They are 
still working from home and are trying to keep 
check on their kids by phone and virtual vis-
its.  They can't see the condition of the home and, 
more importantly, they can't see if the child is be-
ing abused.   
 
 Many of these kids are abused mentally, 
physically and sexually.  When visiting by phone 
or virtually the child can't speak openly and can 
be coerced to say what the caregiver tells 
them.  The child depends on their GAL's visit for 
their safety.  The GALs and CAMs are upset that 
they can't visit.  They know their families' back-
grounds and worry about the conditions the kids 
are in.  They worry they might not pick up on a 
serious problem.  They are looking forward to the 
day they can see their kids again.   
 

 Please pray for the children, the GALs and 
the CAMs as they navigate this difficult time. 

Cindy Webb 

Continued . . . 

What is Guardian ad Litem (GAL)? 
Continued 

 

 [If you are interested in learning more about 
becoming a GAL, there is a free independent 
study (Chapters 1 - 3) with no obligation to go fur-
ther at the website https://florida-guardian-ad-litem
-program.thinkific.com/.] 
 
 
 

Bishop's Offering for 2020 Annual  
Conference Supports Fill the Table 

  
 The Bishop’s Offering for the 2020  
Annual Conference will go to help feed hungry 
people most impacted by the pandemic.   
 
 Fill the Table is a statewide, collaborative 
initiative to serve 3 million meals across Florida 
by September 2021. 
 
 To make a donation, please note “Fill the 
Table” on your check . . . [credit and debit card 
instructions deleted.  Ed.]   
 
 Church treasurers can note "Fill the Table" 
on the online submission of funds to the Confer-
ence.  The Conference Advance Number is 
100015 – Fill the Table.  
 
 Thirty-seven million people in America 
struggle with hunger; more than 11 million are 
children.  Our goal is to mobilize 100,000 United 
Methodists throughout Florida to help close 
this hunger gap. 
 
 We're not looking to re-invent the wheel. 
Instead, we want to encourage partnerships and 
create connections to maximize the number of 
people we can serve.  The Fill the Table website 
has several ideas on how you can help, regard-
less of church size. 
 
 Click here to learn more about Fill the Ta-
ble and how you can help.   
 
 Please give to Lake Gibson UMC with a 
note that this donation is for Fill the Table. 
 
 Thank you!/ 
 
 

https://florida-guardian-ad-litem-program.thinkific.com/
https://florida-guardian-ad-litem-program.thinkific.com/
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!JOBIHQV9IP4Mbeo4SImalokiXuLOKeZZFBq2egt60LwUU8AGQzoOOdJnlKxElm6TM
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!wKm+gTSlTszPdT9dOc2YD9sY+MnL6sa+pIvFM7xcTsVcwvWTT+M7f4GR3BvSjLOi0
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!DRCzzu63Z8S03GodrXf3xW7bNIRRRDraJ-kBZSdwJbZgvkZ39lxRuV4KRASgDJr1w
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!CnDhaEb-ZF0gCBiJ3R2rj6yWemx9B4WrKibQ2p5mN97hSZouezmFSsUSq2FdH5Fpw
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Food Pantry Needs 
 

 We thank everyone who brings food into the 
church office for the food pantry. 
 
 We could use the following: 
 
 Canned carrots  
 Vegetable soup  
 Vienna sausages  
 Spaghetti sauce (best buy is at Aldi for 85 
cents, packaged in plastic jars).   
 
 We can always use peanut butter (Dollar Tree 
or Aldi) and jelly (Dollar Tree). 
 
 Thanks for all your help, 
 
 Ann Johnson 
 

Sanctuary Audio/Visual Progress  
during the Pandemic 

 
 You may remember that we have been fer-
vently working to upgrade our sanctuary’s audio/
visual equipment.  The COVID-19 pandemic 
forced us to immediately put our services online 
as a way of offering worship while most of us are 
locked in.   We’ve gone through a lot of pain while 
dealing with a steep learning curve to be able to 
stream our services. 
 
 Thanks to many people, we have taken 
great strides towards providing a professional 
online presentation.  Numerous people have 
worked diligently to rewire outlets, speakers, am-
plifiers, etc. for improved sound.  Our initial pur-
chases of both a handheld and  point-tilt-zoom 
camera, computer, monitors, enhanced sound 
board, software, and peripherals have gotten us 
pretty far down the road.   
 
 During the September 27th service we had 
a failure of one piece of our new equipment that 
caused problems with our audio output.  The folks 
in the sound booth quickly jury-rigged a solution 
which took the audio signal from one of the cam-
eras.  This situation pointed out how our online 
worship relied upon equipment which must al-
ways work.  Thankfully, while some of the new 
equipment is under warranty, it does not mean 
that repairs will happen expeditiously.  Therefore, 
we immediately ordered a replacement for the 
failed component, and the repaired component 
will become a backup when it is returned. 
Continued . . . 

Sanctuary Audio/Visual Progress  
during the Pandemic, Continued 

 
 What do we still require to insure that our 
online service continues in a professional man-
ner?   
 
 1.  Wall-mounted column speakers (2) 
($2,000 total) 
 
 2.  Backup live-stream computer to replace 
current sanctuary computer that operates the MS 
PowerPoint slides ($1,650).   (Old computer will 
be kept as a backup.) 
 
 3.  Point-Tilt-Zoom cameras (2) near front 
of sanctuary (either 12- or 20-power zoom, Net-
work Device Interface (NDI) standard)  
($ 4,200) 
 
  4.  Improved Choir/Praise Team micro-
phones and stands (cost to be determined) 
 
 So, we’re not quite there yet, but we’re get-
ting better at live-streaming each week.  We hope 
that we’ll be able to raise funds to make all of this 
a reality.  So, enjoy either in-sanctuary or online 
worship, and we’ll continue to do our best to make 
it a wonderful experience, or at lelast an audible 
one. 
 
Dwight Kitchens 
 
 

Recording of "How to Address Environ-
mental Racism in Your Community"  

 
 The UMW Office of Economic and Environ-
mental Justice recorded this Just Energy for All 
discussion by a panel of young people.  For a lim-
ited period of time, the recording is available at 
 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/
vMUpI-
er9_Wg3HdWT4gSDCqAtW9S5eqms1yQWqfVZmEfmB
yVQMAavM7cXYuPUAe3ZauY9qAPaUDHxDMXz?
autoplay=true 

 

 The password is r&6Bj?&b .  You can 
watch the recording or download the video, which 
lasts a little over one hour, to view later.  You will 
learn about some surprising sources of pollution. 
 

[Publication of link and 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/vMUpIer9_Wg3HdWT4gSDCqAtW9S5eqms1yQWqfVZmEfmByVQMAavM7cXYuPUAe3ZauY9qAPaUDHxDMXz?autoplay=true
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/vMUpIer9_Wg3HdWT4gSDCqAtW9S5eqms1yQWqfVZmEfmByVQMAavM7cXYuPUAe3ZauY9qAPaUDHxDMXz?autoplay=true
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/vMUpIer9_Wg3HdWT4gSDCqAtW9S5eqms1yQWqfVZmEfmByVQMAavM7cXYuPUAe3ZauY9qAPaUDHxDMXz?autoplay=true
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/vMUpIer9_Wg3HdWT4gSDCqAtW9S5eqms1yQWqfVZmEfmByVQMAavM7cXYuPUAe3ZauY9qAPaUDHxDMXz?autoplay=true
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/vMUpIer9_Wg3HdWT4gSDCqAtW9S5eqms1yQWqfVZmEfmByVQMAavM7cXYuPUAe3ZauY9qAPaUDHxDMXz?autoplay=true
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Need Computer Help? 
 
If you can’t: 
 
  a.  figure out how to use the online parallel 
  Bible 
  b.  connect to Zoom meetings 
  c.  figure out how to do something on your 
  computer 
 
There is a solution:   
 
 Ask someone else to help you remotely on 
your computer.  So long as you have internet con-
nectivity, anyone else with a current version of 
Windows 10 and internet connectivity can provide 
the support.   
 
 Call your sister, brother, aunt, uncle, child 
or a friend and ask for their assistance.  Tell them 
your email address.  You should shortly receive a 
6-digit code by email permitting you to share your 
screen using Quick Assist.   
 
 If you don’t have any of the above, call 
Dwight Kitchens at 863-984-4564 and ask him to 
set up a remote session with you.  Follow the be-
low instructions. 
 
To get assistance: 
 
 Select Start  > Windows Accesso-
ries > Quick Assist (or select the Start  button, 
type Quick Assist in the search box, then select 
it in the results).  

 
 In the Code from assistant box, enter the 
6-digit code you were given, and select Share 
screen. 
 
 Wait for your helper, then select Allow in 
the window that displays. 
 
To give assistance: 
 
 Select Start  > Windows Accesso-
ries > Quick Assist (or select the Start  button, 
type Quick Assist in the search box, then select 
it in the results).  
  
 Select Assist another person, then send 
the 6-digit code to the person you're helping.  
When they've entered it, select either Take full 
control or View screen  
 Continued . . . 

Need Computer Help? Continued 
 
 Select Continue and wait for the person 
you're helping to allow the connection.  

 
Dwight Kitchens 
863-984-4564 or 410-790-4422 

 

I Was Hungry 
 

I was hungry and you formed a  
humanities club to discuss hunger in 
the world.  
 
 Thank you 
 
I was imprisoned and you crept off  
quietly to pray for my release. 
 
 Nice of you 
 
I was naked and in your mind you  
debated the morality of my appearance.  
 
 That helped 
 
I was sick and you knelt down to thank 
God for your good health. 
 
 Wished you’d stay 
 
I was homeless and you preached to me 
of the shelter of God’s love. 
 
 Wished you’d take me in 
 
I was so lonely and you left me alone to 
go pray for me. 
 
 Wished you’d talked to me 
 
You seem so holy, so close to God . . .   

 But me?   

 I’m still hungry, cold and in pain.  

  Does it matter? 

 

 By Carol Hanna 
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United Methodist Men (UMM) 
 

 The UMM would like to extend their pray-
ers and concern for all of our Christian fami-
ly members.  We would like to extend our hands 
out to you, if you are in need of services in your 
household that you are unable to accomplish.  
Please contact one of the UMM members or 
the church office to see if we can assist you in 
some way.  
 
         The virus impact has affected some more 
than others.  It has placed a great impact on busi-
ness, churches, travel and most all the ability to 
visit with family as well as loved ones who are in 
nursing homes, hospitals or living in another 
state. 
 
          As we approach this upcoming Holiday 
Season maybe we can strive to realize our limited 
ability to do things in the traditional mode of sea-
son's past, and attempt to keep our minds fo-
cused on  those less fortunate or adjusting to the 
loss of a family member during this pandemic sit-
uation. 

 
 The UMM will be holding a meeting on the 
10th of October at 9:00 am in the FLC class-
room #1 with no breakfast, but coffee and do-
nuts.  It will be a work meeting to replace some of 
the light bulbs in the Sanctuary choir room.  We 
will also be discussing ways to help others or 
what service we can provide while observing the 
social distancing guidelines.  I would like to en-
courage all men to attend.  It will be an open 
meeting for anyone who cares to attend.  We will 
be observing the social distancing requirements. 
 
          This will be my last year as the UMM presi-
dent due to personal reasons, but I wish to ex-
press my deepest thanks to all who have support-
ed the UMM as well as me during these past 
three years. 
 
 You may contact me with your needs at 
863-816-3194 or 386-965-0170.  You may also 
call the office at 863-858-5431 to leave a request. 
                                                                                
    
Thanks and God Bless To All, 
 
Michael Moake 
                                                                

 

Still In Mission Webinar 
 Oct. 15, 10:00 am (EDT) 

 
 Join us for a virtual conversation with a 
missionary supported by the Florida Confer-
ence, Janet Horman.  Janet serves as the Exec-
utive Director of Florida Justice for Our Neighbors.  
FL-JFON is part of a network (National JFON) that 
provides legal services, often through congrega-
tion-based legal clinics, to migrants in the United 
States.  

 To register for this free presentation, 
click HERE.  Select Janet Horman for ‘Which mis-
sionary would you like to hear more from?’ in the 
registration form. 

 Janet Lynne Horman is a Church and Com-
munity Worker (CCW) missionary with the Gen-
eral Board of Global Ministries.  In 2014, she be-
came JFON director in south Florida and in 2016 
her work was expanded.  The program Janet di-
rects is headquartered in Miami and extends 
throughout the Florida Annual Conference, which 
is the sponsor and major funder.  It plans to restart 
JFON work in Central Florida. 

 Church and Community Workers respond 
to God’s call to ministry among the poor and dis-
enfranchised in rural and urban areas throughout 
the United States.   

 They work to change the social inequities 
of poverty, racial injustice, and domestic vio-
lence.  JFON was started by the United Meth-
odist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) in 1999 and, 
although now a separately incorporated entity, 
continues to receive substantial UMCOR support. 

 Janet, a Florida native, is both an attorney 
and an ordained elder in the Florida Annual Con-
ference.  Born and raised in a United Methodist 
parsonage, she entered seminary right out of col-
lege.  She received a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Furman University, Greenville, SC and a 
Master of Divinity degree from Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary, Evanston, Illinois. 

 She served local churches and ministries 
beyond the local church until 1992 and again be-
ginning in 2004 when she enrolled in Georgia 
State University School of Law, Atlanta, receiving 
a Doctor of Jurisprudence degree.  Unsure of 
where a law degree would lead, she joined other 
United Methodist colleagues in starting Just 
Neighbors, a free immigration legal services min-
istry in Arlington, Virginia.  Continued on the next 
page . . . 

https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!KAUaPzW-meUj3HDhs0wAPVMPyyhhKMX0nbCgyjhyogiaeVaYr+PhTrE40QUqPxdvg
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Still In Mission Webinar, Continued 
 

In 1999, Just Neighbors partnered with UMCOR 
to set up JFON.  After returning in 2004, she 
served as a pastor.  

 Janet has three children, David, born in 
1997; James, born in 2001 and Emily, born in 
2003.  

 
United Methodist Women Zoom Meeting 

Monday, October 5th at 2:00 pm 
 
 We hope you'll join the UMW's National Of-
fice and other UMW members in the third and last 
Zoom member conversation on how the UMW 
puts faith into action.  The topic for October 5th is 
[UMW] Campaigns and Issue Priorities.  Ques-
tions are: 
 
 1.  Have you engaged with the National 
Office on a Campaign or Issue Priority in the last 
4 - 5 years?   
 
     a.  If you have, what has that looked 
like?   
 
     b.  And if not, why not?   
 
 2.  What could the National Office have 
done to better support you? 
 
  The questions will be discussed in 
Breakout Rooms with small groups (4 or 5 mem-
bers).  We've had lively conversations and  ex-
changed ideas on fund-raising for missions when 
the pandemic closed down normal activities.  Dur-
ing this series of virtual meetings we have made 
our views known to the UMW's top leadership.   
 
 Last week (September 27th) we had 319 
women from across 40 states and around the 
world - Colombia, India, Kenya, and Mozambique 
registered for the member conversation.  
  
 Please join in by registering here for this 
unique opportunity to share your thoughts on how 
the UMW can fulfill its mission to serve women, 
children and youth in the future. 
 
 Phyllis Kitchens 
 

 

 

Celebrating Hispanic Heritage amidst 
Everything by Dr. Michelle Maldonado  

[Article shortened for The Good News] 

 It is officially Hispanic Heritage Month, a 
celebration that began on September 15 and 
runs through October 15.  This celebration be-
gan in 1968 under President Lyndon Johnson and 
was originally Hispanic Heritage Week.  Twenty 
years later, President Ronald Reagan extended 
the celebration to a full month with the approval of 
Public Law 100-402 on August 17, 1988.  2020 
marks the 32nd Hispanic Heritage Month in the 
U.S.  This month is supposed to be a dedicated 
time for our country to celebrate the history and 
cultures of Hispanics of Mexican, Spanish, Central 
and South American and Caribbean descent in 
our nation.  

 This year there is not a lot of observance.  
We are simultaneously dealing with a global pan-
demic, escalating racial tensions, natural and not-
so natural disasters all during an election year 
where our nation is as divided politically as ever 
before.  Many - if not all - of these headlining top-
ics have negatively affected my Hispanic commu-
nity and that makes it incredibly difficult for me 
personally to feel festive during Hispanic Heritage 
Month.  Healthcare disparities greatly affect how 
Hispanic communities deal with COVID-19.  Some 
states with large Hispanic populations are literally 
on fire . . . 

 I celebrate the social and economic contri-
butions we bring to this nation.  The Hispanic pop-
ulation of this country sits at around 52 million 
people, making us 16.7% of the total national pop-
ulation.  In addition, there are approximately 4.37 
million Hispanic-owned businesses.  We contrib-
ute more than $700 billion to the U.S. economy 
every year, and account for $2.3 trillion in eco-
nomic activity.  You don’t have to be an economist 
to understand what an impact Hispanics have on 
boosting the economy.  

 I celebrate that our presence continues to 
grow and am excited for the 2020 Census results.  
This month I celebrate that we will have a brighter 
future in the United States of America.  As the 
pandemic continues, most cities have canceled 
their Hispanic Heritage Month celebrations and 
festivals in order to help reduce the risk of spread-
ing COVID-19.  However, there are ways you can 
still celebrate at home.  Check out the Smithson-
ian’s Latino Center website for resources such as 
Continued on the next page . . . 

http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=0C0WCO8qLE94v0-n8ai6HA
https://latino.si.edu/latino-center
https://latino.si.edu/latino-center
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Hispanic Heritage Month, Continued 

Darren Milligan’s piece, Top 8 Reasons Why and 
How We Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month.  If 
you are a teacher or parent wanting to celebrate 
with your kids, take a look at these Hispanic Herit-
age Month activities and lesson plans.  And if you 
are curious about cuisine, check out these Latin 
American recipes for a fun night in cooking with 
family.  But most importantly, the best way to cel-
ebrate is to learn about the history of Hispanics in 
this country, the struggles they have faced, the 
injustices they still experience, grow awareness, 
advocate and vote for a better future. 

 Dr. Michelle Maldonado is the Director of 
Seeker Advertising and Communications for Unit-
ed Methodist Communications.   [Used with per-
mission of United Methodist Communications.  
Article shortened to reduce newsletter length.] 

 

Guardian ad Litem Christmas 
 
 Guardian ad Litem (GAL) employees are 
concerned that their kids will not receive Christ-
mas gifts this year.  Many companies have been 
closed and can't hold their annual fundrais-
ers.  The GAL staff depend on their contributions.  
 
 Bev Henrich and I (Cindy Webb) provide 
gifts for preteens and teens.  This is the forgotten 
group.  Very few gifts are given for them.  We re-
ceive wish lists that include gift ideas, clothes and 
shoe sizes.  We are given the neediest of the 
needy.   
 
 Bev and I also provide toiletry bags and 
candy bags.  We make extra baskets for other 
kids that won't receive a gift, and Guardians pick 
up gifts as needed (for example, spa items, 
makeup, nail polish, Axe, art, etc.).  Gifts are also 
needed for kids coming in the system on Christ-
mas day.   
 
 Usually we provide gifts and clothes for 
over 20 teens.  This year we are starting with 8 
teens, hopefully picking up more as we receive 
more cash.  We also provide toiletry items all year 
long for their cabinet.  Special gifts and clothes 
are provided as requested during the year.  We 
only give new items at Christmas to make it spe-
cial.  (The kids receive used clothing all year.)  
 
Continued . . . 

Guardian ad Litem Christmas,  
Continued 

 
 Lake Gibson UMC has been generous to 
GAL for many years.  If you would like to donate 
to make this Christmas memorable, the list below 
shows needed (but not limited to) items.  Please 
provide these gifts to Cindy not later than  
November 10th.   
 
Monetary 
 
  Visa gift cards for shoes (AAA usually has them      
 for no fee around this time of year) 
  Walmart gift cards 
  McDonald's gift cards 
  Cash 
 

Men's and women's: 
 
  Razors 
  Bar soap 
  Deodorant 
  Toothbrushes 
  Toothpaste, full size 
  Shave cream, full size 
  Dental picks and/or floss 
  Bath puffs 
 
Men: 
 
  Axe gift sets 
  No-show socks any color 
  Suave 2 in 1 shampoo and conditioner 
 
Women: 
  
  Mascara 
  No-show socks any color 
  Bright nail polish  
  Nail polish remover pads 
  Tampons 
  Panty liners 
 
 We really appreciate anything you can do.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Cindy Webb  
863-221-5253 
 

 
 

https://learninglab.si.edu/news/top-8-reasons-why-and-how-we-celebrate-hispanic-heritage-month
https://learninglab.si.edu/news/top-8-reasons-why-and-how-we-celebrate-hispanic-heritage-month
https://sharemylesson.com/collections/hispanic-heritage-month-activities-and-resources
https://sharemylesson.com/collections/hispanic-heritage-month-activities-and-resources
https://growingupbilingual.com/10-recipes-to-celebrate-hispanic-heritage-month/
https://growingupbilingual.com/10-recipes-to-celebrate-hispanic-heritage-month/
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Prayer Ministry 
 
“Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind 
and a thankful heart.”  Colossians 4:2 
 
 God knows all the events across the uni-
verse he created that are beyond our control.  He 
is in charge; He cares and hears our cry, and 
most of all listens to our prayers.  Our brightest 
days could be right around the corner if we keep 
in dedication to prayer. 
 
     We have gained two new prayer warriors, 
which brings our total now to 39.  Thank you, Je-
sus, for giving Lake Gibson UMC a strong prayer 
team.   
 
 There were over 32 prayer requests in the 
first three weeks of September.  The Prayer Jour-
nal has been updated twice and emailed out to 
our prayer warriors for those who have long- term 
illnesses. 
 
      Please continue to pray for those who are 
ill from the COVID-19 virus and the events in the 
U.S. and the world that need God’s healing grace. 
 
     You may contact the church office with 
prayer requests or concerns from Monday - 
Thursday, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm. 
 
May God, our Father, give you peace and grace.   
 
 Amen. 
 
Lake Gibson Prayer Ministry - Fran  
 

 
Evening Bible Study Group, 

 Whosoever, 2nd Monday of the Month 
 
 In September Lake Gibson UMC began a 
monthly in-person Bible study at Debbie Moore’s 
home, 400 Vineyard Dr., Lakeland, 33809.  The 
meeting starts at 5:30 pm with a shared meal or 
snack, with study and worship starting at 6:00 pm.   
 
 The next meeting will be October 12th. 
 
 Everyone is welcome to attend.  If you 
have any questions, call Debbie (863-614-7193).   
 
 
 

 

 

 

Local Church Historian Class  

 Wow --  Be careful what you wish for!  This 
class was supposed to start September 14th, but 
we received no correspondence from the UMC  
General Commission on Archives and History 
(GCAH) for several weeks after that date.   

 Then on September 28th an email arrived 
with STEP 3 reading assignments and homework.  
Looks like enough work for a month [a slight exag-
geration?]. 

 Wondering what had happened to STEPS 
1 and 2, I started an email to the GCAH, but a 
thought occurred to me:  What if those emails 
went into my JUNK mail folder?  Sure enough, 
STEP 2 was there.  This folder automatically emp-
ties itself every 10 days, so that’s probably why 
STEP 1 was missing. 

 The very next day I found email sent on 
September 27th introducing Jim Pyatt, from the 
Western North Carolina Conference and Chair of 
the Southeast Jurisdiction (SEJ) Commission on 
Archives and History.  Jim is the mentor for every 
student historian in the SEJ.  He responded imme-
diately to my request for help getting all the course 
materials.  (Homework for STEP 1 is minimal; 
STEP 2’s is a little more work, but doable.) 

 We are blessed to have the updated church 
history that was prepared for our 50th Anniversary 
Jubilee in 2012.  Thank you to the folks who pre-
pared it!  If anyone has been updating that docu-
ment since then, or has kept some mementos, 
please send me a copy of your work or description 
of the items you’ve saved.  I’ll share them with our 
team. 

 To my knowledge we had three people sign 
up for this class:  Ken Fuqua, Linda Alvarez and 
myself.  If anyone else would like to participate in 
this class, please let me know.  It would be good 
to have a team to work together to record our his-
tory as it is happening.  The course is self-paced, 
with no pressure to finish it by any specific date. 

 If anyone has suggestions for what we 
need to include in LGUMC’s history, please let me 
know.  Thank you.   

Phyllis Kitchens (863-984-4564) 
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Contact Information 
 

Pastor Steve Polk, 863-858-5431; fax 863-853-
1625; pastor@lakegibsonumc.com 
 
Kristie Otte, Administrative Secretary, 863-858
-5431, office@lakegibsonumc.com 
 
Office Hours:  9:00 am to 2:00 pm, Monday 
thru Thursday 
 
Sue Heishman, Bookkeeper 
 
Debbie Moore, Children’s Director and  
Custodian 
 
Glenda Grant Hess, Music Director 
 
Latisha Cook, Director of A Little Bit of Heaven 
Child Enrichment Center, 863-858-8400. 
 
Kristie Otte, Lexie Otte, Dave McPherson and 
Justin Oliva, Audio/Visual Team 

 
  

Editorial Policy 
 
 The articles contained in The Good News 
express the opinions of their authors, and do not 
necessarily reflect policies of the United Methodist 
Church or of Lake Gibson United Methodist Church. 
 
   The purpose of the newsletter is to foster 
better communication of ideas and opportunities for 
worship and service among LGUMC members and 
friends as we seek to share God’s love and make 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  All members and constitu-
ents are encouraged to write articles and share their 
thoughts and photos with the congregation.  
 
Phyllis Kitchens, Editor 
phyllis_kitchens@hotmail.com 
863-984-4564 or 410-790-2662 

 
 

Thank You, Carol Hanna! 
 

 Carol donated a portfolio of her original  
poetry for use in the newsletter.  Two of her po-
ems are included in this issue. 
 
 If there are any other poets out there who 
would like to donate work appropriate for 
LGUMC’s newsletter, please let me know.  Phyllis 

Conviction, A Documentary Film 
 

 “After a high-profile bribery scandal led to the 
convictions of the three powerful conspirators, the 
community they targeted is left in the dust to find relief 
from decades of toxic air and soil pollution.  Communi-
ty members in the North Birmingham [Alabama] neigh-
borhoods of Collegeville, Harriman Park and Fairmont 
tell their personal stories and share their struggles, as 
they seek a healthier life for the generations of the fu-
ture.”  [Source:  https://
www.southernexposurefilms.org/films/conviction] 
 
 This short 2019 film tells a heart-breaking 
story of how three men, a lawyer, an industrialist 
from a coal-fired coke plant and a public official, 
prevented these three black neighborhoods near 
the plants from being put on the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s National Priorities List (NPL).  
Being listed would have required that the polluting 
companies pay for the cleanup of the toxins they 
created.   
 
 Because of the soil pollution from heavy 
metals that are a by-product of producing coke for 
Birmingham’s steel mills, the private properties 
are nearly worthless.  The families who live 
around the plants want to be relocated to safe 
neighborhoods, and to be provided suitable 
homes to replace theirs.  
 
 One resident told the film crew that he 
knew of at least 40 people in the area who had 
died of cancer, but many of their death certificates 
stated a different cause.  A number of nongovern-
ment organizations have undertaken community 
education about the health risks and have helped 
the residents become more effective advocates 
for themselves.   
 
 This is a film worth watching to gain more 
knowledge about air and water pollution issues 
that have severe health impacts and have avoided 
remediation for decades.  The Just Energy Sum-
mit 2020 (September 28 - October 2), which was 
presented by videoconference, used this film as 
an introduction for a panel discussion on how 
community organizing is hoped to be the solution 
to the problems which other avenues of redress 
have failed to solve over decades.  Click on the 
link above to watch this film.  [Remember Rachel 
Carson’s 1962 book Silent Spring?  Or the Love 
Canal disaster in the 1970s?  “It’s like déjà vu all 
over again,” to quote Yogi Berra.]   
 Phyllis Kitchens  

https://www.southernexposurefilms.org/films/conviction
https://www.southernexposurefilms.org/films/conviction
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Living the Racial Justice Charter 
A UMC.org feature by Crystal Caviness*.   

 
 What if changing two small words could make a significant difference in racial justice work?  
“If we can get to ‘us and we’ and away from ‘they and them,’ that will speak volumes,” says Darlene  
Alfred, a United Methodist woman who is a racial justice advocate in her home state of Texas.  
 
 Addressing that question, as well as offering action steps to combat racism in the United States is 
part of the longstanding work of the United Methodist Women (UMW).  The Charter for Racial Justice was 
created and adopted by the Women's Division (now United Methodist Women) of the United Methodist 
General Board of Global Ministries in 1978.  In 1980, General Conference adopted the charter for the 
whole denomination and has consecutively readopted it every eight years, most recently in 2016. 
  
 “We’ve come a long way and we have a long way to go,” says Emily Jones, executive 
for racial justice, United Methodist Women (pictured, right).  “We celebrate the progress,” 
says Jones, “but we aren’t naïve about how much farther we have to go to fully live into what 
God is calling,”  
 
 Across the connection, UMW leaders organize discussions, group studies, peaceful protests and 
other activities in support of the Racial Justice Charter, work that is two-pronged in its approach. “In what 
ways are we living faithfully and what ways are we living racist?  The internal self-analysis work is so im-
portant.  And the external work of justice and advocacy is also important as we think about environmental 
racism, maternal mortality rates, school to prison pipeline and voting rights,” Jones points out. 

 Alfred (pictured, left) has been at the work for decades, leading youth at her 
church, as well as an ecumenical group of adults in her community.  In addition to her 
UMW work with racial justice and domestic violence, Alfred is part of a group that brings 
legislation to local government leaders in support of the initiatives. 

 “We’re trying to show people that there’s more than one way to do something,” 
she explains. “When we talk about being pro-black, it doesn’t mean that we’re anti-anything else or anti -
everything else.  It means we recognize there is an inequity that exists.  It’s always been there. 

 “We all have to remember when God made man, He looked and said, ‘This is good.’  He did not 
say, ‘This is good enough.’  Lately, we’ve settled for good enough.  It’s OK that this person is not doing as 
well as I am because I’m doing OK.” 

Seek First to Understand 

 Education is the starting place, ensuring that everyone understands terms and definitions, says  
Vicki Busby, a UMW Racial Justice Charter Support Team member.  Busby organizes and facilitates 
workshops throughout the North Texas Conference.  Through those conversations, Busby has learned 
that white people can’t effectively teach other white people about racial injustice. “If you’re having a con-
versation with a group that is diverse, the white people need to listen.  You need to listen to black people’s 
stories, what challenges they have before them,” she says.  “That’s what’s going to help chip away at sys-
temic racism.” 
 
 "First you recognize it," Busby says, "then you ask, 'what do we do next?’  One of the things that 
grounds me in this work is that racism is a rejection of the teachings of Jesus Christ."  

Stand Up, White People 

 While Alfred agrees with Busby that it takes black people to teach white people about racial injus-
tice, Alfred also believes it takes white people to speak out boldly against injustices and stand up to 
wrongdoings.  “I can back it up,” Alfred says, “but my white sister can say it, and it has more weight.  I can 
have the best speech, but it has to be someone not of color saying, ‘We’re wrong.’”  

 Alfred also encourages her white brothers and sisters to understand white privilege and then use its 
Continued on the next page . . . 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter
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Living the Racial Justice Charter, Continued 
 

power to change the status quo of racial injustice.  “We have to understand the power that (white people) 
have and understand what that power can do,” Alfred says.  “What do you have influence over?  Where 
have you used it for good…or not?” 
 
The UMW’s Racial Justice Charter 

 Busby (pictured, right) finds that people want to do something, but often are sty-
mied by not knowing how to start.  The Racial Justice Charter lists eight ways to get in-
volved.  If the list seems overwhelming, just pick one and start there, leaders say. 

 When asked, Busby can quickly recite ways to get involved, activities that include:  

 Vote locally and nationally 

 Protest peacefully 

 Get involved with the education system to make sure education is inclusive; demand college diversity 

 Bear witness – offer to help if people of color are being stopped by police and being harassed. “That 

one takes more courage,” Busby admits. 

 Support businesses owned by people of color 

 Boycott businesses that exploit workers of color 

 Boycott banks that have discriminatory practices 

 Support art created by people of color 

 Push your mayor or city council for police reform 

 The key words, she points out, are "be intentional." 

 “The work is challenging and it isn’t always pleasant,” Busby says.  “There is so much work to do 
that it can be overwhelming sometimes.  But one of the things that grounds me in this work is that racism 
is a rejection of the teachings of Jesus Christ.”  

Note: United Methodist Women welcomes both men and women from across an ecumenical spectrum to 
join them in its work.  To learn more, visit UnitedMethodistWomen.org/racialjustice. 

*Crystal Caviness works for UMC.org at United Methodist Communications.   This story was published on 
August 28, 2020.   

Used with permission of United Methodist Communications. 

 
UMW Reading Program Changes 

 
 For the first time the Reading Program will span TWO YEARS (2021 and 2022) instead of one.  
The purpose of the Reading Program is to better understand and participate in God’s mission today, to 
increase sensitivity to all human beings, to explore contemporary issues, and to enhance and act on self-
knowledge.  Books from the 2017 to 2022 Reading Programs will count for the 2022 Reading Program. 
 
 To download a copy of the 27-page PDF Reading Program catalogue, click on this hyperlink: 
  
 https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram.   
 
 You can download a printer-friendly catalogue or view a digital version of the catalogue. 
 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
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Dealing with Memory Loss through Intergenerational Connections  
 

 The bond between a grandparent and grandchild is an exceptionally meaningful one for both adult 
and child.  When it comes to helping foster a positive relationship between a grandchild and a grandpar-
ent with memory challenges, the caregiver plays a special role.   
 
 During this unique season of pandemic it is also important to find creative and safe ways to contin-
ue to nurture these intergenerational relationships.  Below are some ways to help you and your loved 
ones stay connected while staying safe:  
 
 Set aside a designated time each week to reach out to grandchildren together via phone, text, face 
time, e-mail, etc.  Listening to stories told by children typically contain lots of excitement and provide op-
portunity for great conversation.    
 
 Writing letters to one another is a great way to stay connected, and keep your loved one with 
memory challenges engaged in a meaningful activity.  Simply prop up a photo of the particular child they 
are writing to serve as a visual cue or gentle reminder. 
 
 Receiving photos of grandchildren and leaving some out for display provides opportunities for 
grandparents to reminisce and engage in conversations regarding their specific bonds and memories with 
them. 
  
Socialization is so important for cognitive health in those with and without memory challenges.  Keeping 
social distancing in mind, drive-by visits and window chats are great ways to see your loved ones face-to-
face without putting anyone at risk during this time.  
 
 If your loved one questions why he/she can’t get close to their grandchildren during this time, try to 
guide the conversation in a more positive direction by focusing on getting together in the near future and 
the activities they would like to do. 
 
 Get your adult children involved by having them help the grandchildren in creating some art work or 
homemade baked treats together to deliver to their grandparent’s doorstep.  These little acts of kindness 
go a long way in helping those who may feel isolated during this season. 
 
 Praying together, even if through modes of technology, is an incredible way to bring families togeth-
er spiritually when we can’t be together physically.  Children and grandparents can take turns and each 
add their own special prayer intentions. 

 

 Article written by Jennifer Cross, Facilitator of Connections, First United Methodist Church, Lake-
land, FL.  Used with permission  
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Grappling with How Racism Coexists with Faith 

By Heather Hahn 
Sept. 16, 2020 | UM News 

 Jesus calls his followers to love their neighbor.  So why have Christians found ways to refuse their 
neighbors not just love but basic dignity?  “We know better,” said the Rev. Mai-Anh Le Tran of United 
Methodist Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois.  “Why don’t we act or live differ-
ently?  It strikes me as that we are still befuddled by our human fallibility.” 
 
 For an hour, she and two other theologians wrestled with why racism remains prevalent in the U.S., 
where Christianity is the dominant faith.  They spoke as part of The United Methodist Church’s fourth 
online panel held to discuss eradicating racial injustice.  The Sept. 16 panel discussion came a day after 
Barna (https://www.barna.com/barnapoll/) released new research showing an increasing percentage of 
practicing Christians who say they are “unmotivated” or “not at all motivated” to address racial 
injustice. 
 
 Barna found that percentage had grown from 17% in 2019 to 30% this year, even after the deaths 
of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery and Breonna Taylor and the shooting of Jacob Blake gained internation-
al attention, and news spreads that COVID-19 is disproportionately killing ethnic minorities, including chil-
dren.  The same survey found that nearly one in five practicing Christians say that race is “not at all” a 
problem in the U.S. 
 
 Erin Hawkins, the panel’s moderator, pointed to research by PRRI (Public Religion Research Insti-
tute) that specifically focused on white Christians in the U.S.  “White Christians are consistently more likely 
than whites who are religiously unaffiliated to deny the existence of structural racism,” wrote Robert P. 
Jones, PRRI’s founder, for NBC News.  Such data didn’t surprise the theologians on the panel. 
 
 “There is an assumption that somehow racism as systems of behavior, beliefs, values, actions, 
practices or policies are done by so-called bad people . . .  that we are somehow immune to that,” said 
Tran, author of “Reset the Heart:  Unlearning Violence, Relearning Hope” (Abingdon Press, 2017).  How-
ever, she said, that fails to take into account how race still organizes American thinking, whether people 
realize it or not.  “Racism as a system is not something we are purposefully doing against somebody,” 
said the ordained elder and professor.  “It’s our assumption that this is how the world is.” 
 
 The Rev. Edgardo Colón-Emeric, who serves on The United Methodist Church’s Faith and Order 
Committee, said the disconnect “is an example of how the power of sin continues to be at work.”  But he 
added that it is the legacy of the church’s history and the fact that many Americans don’t know the basics 
of their own history. 
  
 Colón-Emeric pointed to the background he chose for the video conference — a picture of the is-
land of Vieques, which is part of the U.S. today because of conquest during the Spanish-American War of 
1898.  “Nobody migrated anywhere.  It was conquered as part of war,” said Colón-Emeric, whose mother 
hails from the Puerto Rican island.  “I’m glad the Methodist Church is on the island, but there is also the 
history of how it came to be on the island.” 
 
 For many, it’s hard to separate the act of spreading the Gospel from the act of conquering a peo-
ple.  However, the theologians urged listeners to look differently at the Christian commission, which is also 
The United Methodist Church’s mission statement “to make disciples of Jesus Christ.” 
 
 The Rev. Willie James Jennings, professor at Yale Divinity School and ordained Baptist minister, 
acknowledged that many white people feel like they are under attack in this moment when there is so 
much racism and colonialism.  However, he added that the effort to dismantle racism is not about dimin-
ishing white people so much as reminding them that they aren’t the center of the universe.  
 
Continued on the next page . . . 
 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/bishops-pledge-more-effective-anti-racism-campaign
https://www.umc.org/en/content/town-hall-theological-roots-of-racism-and-colonialism-9-16-2020
https://www.barna.com/research/american-christians-race-problem/
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/racism-among-white-christians-higher-among-nonreligious-s-no-coincidence-ncna1235045
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/racism-among-white-christians-higher-among-nonreligious-s-no-coincidence-ncna1235045
https://www.cokesbury.com/Reset-the-Heart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vieques,_Puerto_Rico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vieques,_Puerto_Rico
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Grappling with How Racism Coexists with Faith, Continued 

 “So many people, especially Christians, have formed a world in which everything revolves around 
them,” said Jennings, who recently published “After Whiteness:  An Education in Belonging.”  So many  
Christians struggle mightily with this moment, struggle mightily with thinking about racial problems in the 
world and thinking seriously about the diversity that is God’s creation.  The reason is they have to wrestle 
with a reality in which they aren’t at the center.” 

 
 He said Christians have also gotten into the habit of reading the Bible as if it’s first, their book and 
their story.  The theologians suggested one way to address racism is for Christians to look at Scripture 
with fresh eyes, reach out to others and look beyond the anxieties of these times. 
 
 “You are inside God’s story, and it’s important to center yourself in that story,” Jennings said. “You 
calibrate what you are doing by that story and no other.”   
 

Heather Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News.   
[Used with permission of United Methodist Communications] 

 

 
Screening of Coal Ash Documentary, In the Water, 
on Wednesday, October 7th, 7:00 to 9:00 pm EDT 

 

Source:  https://www.faithinplace.org/events/screening-coal-ash-documentary-water [Modified slightly]
Invitation from Earthjustice and other Indiana Partners --  Another opportunity to learn more about coal 
ash! 

 Just Transition NWI (which stands for Northwest Indiana), together with Hoosier Environmental 
Council, NAACP LaPorte County Branch 3061, the Indiana Environmental Reporter, and Earthjustice are 
hosting a virtual screening of a new documentary concerning the impacts of coal ash in our neighboring 
state [Illinois]. 
 
 It should be a great way to learn more not just about coal ash itself, but particularly about its im-
pacts on communities and families.  Here's the description: 
 
 In the Water, a new documentary produced by the Indiana Environmental Reporter (IER) re-
cently premiered at the Indy Film Festival.  Written and produced by IER journalist Beth Edwards, this one
-hour film explores Indiana’s legacy of coal ash, a byproduct of burning coal.  The film also spotlights 
Northwest Indiana utility, NIPSCO’s impact on Town of Pines, a small community still reeling from 1 mil-
lion tons of disposed coal ash that contaminated the town’s drinking water and soil.  
 
 Edwards approaches the film from many angles, interviewing coal miners, local residents and activ-
ists who are fighting for larger reforms to protect communities and workers from the dangers of coal ash 
exposure.  The film screening will be followed by a community discussion with the filmmaker, Beth Ed-
wards, and Special Guests Dr. Indra Frank, Environmental Health and Water Policy Director with the 
Hoosier Environmental Council, and Lisa Evans, Senior Counsel with Earthjustice, among others.  The 
public will have the opportunity to submit their questions to the panel. 
 
 This film screening is free to the public and is not rated, but should be suitable for older children.  
Please register in advance via tinyurl.com/inthewaterscreening. 
 
 You can check out the film trailer here:  https://2020.indyfilmfest.org/.../in-the-water... .” 
 

[Article used with permission of Faith in Place]   

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/After-Whiteness-Willie-James-Jennings/dp/080287844X
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Finthewaterscreening%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0sENgciMOlGtZbOoVCsQhnDOEDeczxlaaOKUu7Eo6nhOY7FqZHstIE2CM&h=AT22iOvuZFT7nphxYhZ2XcaKv6JsnnD3t5kRB1ZdFyT71hKk9266NvtcKfx_tYcryQj3M1Bwfm-vNFDVqxLu_cFjD2SRs0BXQxey_atOH
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2F2020.indyfilmfest.org%2Ffilms%2Fin-the-water-5f261a48a278160053104ba2%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2_t5KAeZnS5f6XvgjghEwVqSaXZooPtDTn6dueZWUVrS7W4gTBiq6hSGc&h=AT2x1rse8513ewkgn04-uR-1TvhBykzkKwYednEdEylwsJCY3ig27lODy5Xm9ikYr_scr
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Hope House Update for September   
(Extracts from HH reports by and for the volunteers) 

  
Tuesday, September 1 - Debbie and Rick McLellan.  Today was very busy with 23 sign-ins. Debbie and 
Rick served bowls of chicken and yellow rice with buttered peas, a fresh garden salad with sliced toma-
toes and choice of ranch or Italian salad dressing.  Our brown to-go bag of sides included peanut butter 
crackers, a fruit snack, a pack of cookies, a snack pouch of Star Kist Tuna and a Red Delicious apple.  To 
drink was ice cold bottled water with optional flavor packet.  Due to extra food, Rick forgot to load a tray of 
pop-tops we bring. But God knew and sent Phyllis Kitchens from our church (Lake Gibson United Method-
ist Church) to the rescue with the pop-top cans we needed.  So each guest received pop-top cans (choice 
of Campbell's spaghetti and meatballs, Spaghetti-Os, or Libby's Vienna Sausages), which they took to 
their tents for their supper meal.  We also fed the Hope House Kitty. 
 
       Debbie was busy and gave out toiletry kits, razors, deodorant, socks, lantern and radio batteries 
and Band-Aids.  We filled special requests: 1 for bug repellent, 1 for a flashlight and 2 for bike lights. Re-
cently we have had guests who shared that they really wanted to give up smoking.  We supplied nicotine 
gum and prayed for them.  We issued clothing items and a pair of shoes.  Debbie also gave assistance to 
Daniel who had feet problems.  We could not find what she needed in the pantry (which is difficult to get in 
right now).  But right on time, Dick McPherson from our church showed up with the First Aid bandages etc. 
that we needed for Daniel.  The miracle part of all this is that neither Phyllis nor Dick knew that God was 
sending them on rescue missions today for needs that only God Himself knew about ahead of time. 
 
 Our guests really could use insect repellent and bike lights, as local police are giving tickets for no 
bike lights.  GOD IS WORKING HERE!  Thank you for your prayers for all of us and our guests  
  

Tuesday, September 8 - Debbie and Rick McLellan.  Today was very busy with 24 sign-ins.  Debbie and 
Rick served chicken, cheese and bacon BBQ sandwiches on a bun.  Our brown to-go bag of sides includ-
ed a can of Libby's Vienna sausages, a strawberry cereal bar, a Rice Krispie Treat and a Red Delicious 
apple.  We filled special requests: 10 for bug repellent, and a number of bike lights.  We issued clothing 
items and a pair of shoes.  
 
 We were surprised today by a number of wonderful donations, started off by Dwight Kitchens, from 
Lake Gibson United Methodist Church, who showed up with a number of amazing items we needed, in-
cluding bike lights!   A number of donors, including our friends Tammy and Kevin, brought items, and the 
employees of Lakeland Electric, who have supported this ministry for years, brought a donation.  We had 
to thank God for all who showed up today to meet the needs of the less fortunate. 

Wednesday, September 9 - Lori Riddle and Geri Mayo.  Lori was very busy providing hygiene products 
and clothing to our guests.  She had placed a Facebook request for gently used shoes.  
Today, she provided shoes for 10 of our guests!!  Lori is such a blessing!  Geri 
provided the devotional from the book Quest for Joy:  Six Biblical Truths by John Piper.  
Today, she read day 3:  All of us have failed to glorify God as we should, from Romans 
3:22-26.  Wednesday was spaghetti day at Hope House.  Lunch consisted of spaghetti 
with meat sauce and meatballs, Normandy vegetable blend and garlic bread.  Today 
was our guest, Crystal's, birthday.  Lori made two carrot cakes, one with nuts, one 
without, to celebrate. 
 
 Everyone received a to-go bag.  They had a choice of ham and cheese, turkey and cheese, or 
PB&J sandwiches.  Each bag also included a bag of chips or Cheez-Its, peanut butter crackers, Rice 
Krispie treats and applesauce.  On her way home, Geri was able to distribute sandwiches and water to 
two more people.  Hope House would like to send thanks to:   The North Lakeland Lions (Judy) for their 
donations. The bottles of water are especially appreciated.  Marie and Bill for their ongoing donations and 
support.  Ms. Jean for the delicious lunches.  Since school has started, she is delivering the food to Kath-
leen Baptist Church on Sunday and Brent brings it to Hope House.   Lake Gibson United Methodist Church  
 
Continued on the next page . . . 
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Hope House Update for September, Continued 
 
Wednesday, September 9, continued 
 
for their ongoing food and hygiene item donations.   Combee Connections Ministries (and Laura) for their 
food donations.  The cereal cups, juice and treats are used by everyone. The 5 meal food boxes are given 
out for the weekend.   
 
 **A special thanks to Ms. Paulette and her team of volunteers.  In the last few weeks, they have 
cleaned, painted, organized, and decorated Hope House.  It is an amazing transformation!  Our guests 
are truly grateful.  They cannot wait until we are fully open again.  
 
Wednesday, September 15 - Debbie and Rick McLellan.  We received a donation of Walmart-type bags 
that are used by our guests, and a $100 donation designated for coffee, creamer and sugar from Harry 
Card, a military veteran who has also served as a volunteer at the Hope Center.  Thank you, Harry, for all 
you have done.  We will mail you receipts per your request.  We want to thank Tammy and Kevin for many 
great items, please pray for Tammy for health issues.  We had a spiritual discussion with a few of our 
guests near the end of the day.  It made us aware that the Holy Spirit is working in the hearts and lives of 
our guests!  Please continue to pray for our guests and the volunteers. 
 
Tuesday, September 22 -  Debbie and Rick McLellan.  Today was very busy with 25 sign-ins.  Debbie 
and Rick served chicken and yellow rice, green beans, and buttered Cuban bread.  Our brown to-go bag 
of sides included a can of Libby's Vienna sausages, a strawberry cereal bar, Keebler Club Crackers and 
JIF peanut butter and an applesauce cup.  We also gave out a number of clothing items, including a very 
nice bag of men's shirts, donated by Dale Gower, from Lake Gibson United Methodist Church.  
 
Wednesday, September 23 - Laura Webb, Lori Riddle and Geri Mayo.  Breakfast consisted of a variety 
of cereals, yogurt drinks, fruits and boiled eggs.  As a special treat, Lori made chocolate chip waffles, 
served with whipped cream and syrup.  Lunch was spaghetti and meatballs with garlic toast made by 
Laura.  Geri made a do-it-yourself salad:  a large bowl of chopped iceberg lettuce with a platter of celery, 
pickles, banana peppers, cheese and black olives.  Two of our guests received bicycles from Laura.  What 
a blessing for them!   Laura provided the devotional, Dealing with Uncertainty (a 5-day devotion plan on 
mybible.com).  Today was from day 5:  Practice Being Still.  The Lord will fight for you; you need only to 
be still.”  (Exodus 14:14).  
  
 Marie and Bill will be moving to Pennsylvania.  They have been such a blessing to our guests at 
Hope House.  They will be greatly missed.  Please keep them in your prayers for travelling mercies.  A 
special thanks to Ms. Jean.  Even though she works during the week, she prepares food on the weekends 
for Hope House.  Our guests enjoy her meals. 

Tuesday, September 29 - Debbie and Rick McLellan.  Today was very busy with 21 sign-ins.  Debbie and 
Rick served chicken BBQ sandwiches on a bun.  We filled special requests for 2 guests for long-sleeve 
men's shirts, and gave out a number of men's T-shirts donated by our friend Marty.  We also issued other 
clothing items.   
 
 We were surprised today by a friend from Lake Gibson United Methodist Church who showed up 
with a number of amazing items we needed.  Our friend Susan brought a number of really nice men's 
coats and jackets, most of which we gave out today.  The rest are on the coat rack in the back room.   
 
 We also had a drawing, limited to those who did not have a bike, for a nice bike, complete with a 
headlight and large, red reflector on back and a new lock, donated by Debbie's Dad.  Daniel Pennington 
was the winner.  We thank God for all who showed up today to meet the needs of the less fortunate. 
  
 We had a very busy day with a congenial atmosphere.  In spite of all going on right now, our guests 
are grateful, blessed by your help and prayers for the Hope Center.  
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UMW Pecan Sale 2020 

Order Forms  

Write in the number of bags of each type you want in the blank spaces. Two forms are provided so you 
can share one with a friend.  You can mail your order and check made out of Lake Gibson United Method-
ist Women to the church office, Lake Gibson United Methodist Church, ATTN:  UMW, 424 W. Daughtery 
Rd., Lakeland, FL 33809.  Be sure to add a notation on the check “for pecans”. 
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Birthdays in October 
 

 Date      Names 
  
 10/1  Sharon Coddington 

 10/5  Garnet Retter 

 10/6  Timothy Welch 

 10/7  Franki Jean Bailey 

 10/8  Tre Darious Davidson 

 10/8  Kenneth Hawthorne 

 10/10  Phyllis Michael 

 10/10  Stephen Osborn 

 10/10  Tammy Schertzer 

 10/11  Betty Fischer 

 10/12  Karen Acor 

 10/12  Penny Polk 

 10/14  Fran Mudge 

 10/15  Mary Beth Kuhlman 

 10/18  Karen Holmes 

 10/18  Marge Payne 

 10/19  Laura Lizotte 

 10/20  Sylvia Barrett 

 10/20  Nancy Coggin 

 10/20  Gail Travis 

 10/21  Janet Henrikson 

 10/23  Ward Parker 

 10/23  Evan Saunders 

 10/23  Clara Sawyer 

 10/26  Sue Hawthorne 

 10/26  Amy Schertzer 

 10/26  Paul Schiemann 

 10/27  Ann Fox 

 Continued . . . 

 

Birthdays in October, Continued 
 

 Date      Names 
 
 10/30  Shirley Hawksby 
 
 10/31  Cathy D’Amato 
 
 10/31  Mary Friend 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anniversaries in October 

 

 Date   Names 

 10/2  Barbara and Larry Gitt 

 10/4  Linda and Charlie Alvarez 

 10/6  Glenda and Dave Hess 

 10/30  Rita and Fred Fredrikson 

  


