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 Church Conference on Disaffiliation  

Lake Gibson United Methodist Church will hold a Church Conference on 

Sunday, 17 September 2023, immediately after our worship service. All pro-

fessing members should attend to express your desires regarding the sub-

ject of disaffiliation.  

Over the past eighteen months a super majority of the congregation has ex-

pressed interest in disaffiliating from the Florida Conference of the United 

Methodist Church. The Church Council has dropped out of a lawsuit which 

was designed to lead to a negotiated withdrawal from the conference. This 

has enabled us to conduct a formal vote to disaffiliate this year under para-

graph 2553 of the Book of Discipline  

Only members of the congregation may vote. Should you be a congregant 

but not a member, you might desire to change this before the end of August.  

Shown on a separate page is a short comparison of various Wesleyan/

Methodist denominations. While we could choose to become an independent 

church, it is more likely that we would join with another denomination with 

similar values. Issues such as ministerial appointments, apportionments, size 

of denomination, etc. may play a part in our ultimate decision. These issues 

will only be discussed should we reach a super-majority in favor of disaffilia-

tion (67% or above) within the voting process and be allowed to continue the 

disaffiliation process.  

So, mark your calendar now with Sunday, September 17, 2023. If you are eli-

gible to vote, ensure that you have no plans which interfere with your attend-

ance. It is important that your vote your conscience.  
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Here are some pictures from the Nerf Night that we had. We had a wonderful time! I also have a blurb or paragraph for you to put 
in the newsletter: 
  
  

Hello LGUMC! The REMADE youth ministry is alive and well in our new home. We have been having regular meetings 
weekly, and have a good core group of 5 kids that come nearly every week. We are very excited and looking forward to what God 
has in store for the future of this group in the church!  We had our first ever large event at the end of June: a Nerf Night! We had 
25 kids show up, many of which had never been to our church before, along with around fifteen parents and adults. We had a 
number of adults expressing how happy and grateful that we had our event, and will be looking forward to attending other events 
we have in the future. On that note, we have a number of upcoming events! Up next will be a Hawaiian party in order to wrap up 
the summer, and a Disney Springs trip in several months. In addition, we are excited to announce that we will be able to start hav-
ing movie nights in the FLC again here soon! You will continue to be updated on this and other exciting happenings as they hap-
pen, so stay tuned! As always, thank you for your continued support as we work hard to grow and reach young people for Christ. 

Hello LGUMC! The REMADE youth ministry has been going strong throughout the summer with our good core group of four kids. 
We are hoping to grow even more in the upcoming school year! To that end, we will be having a number of upcoming events. On 
Saturday, July 29, we will be having a luau in the FLC. On August 5, we will be going to see a movie at the Lakeland Square Mall. 
We will be attempting to go to Disney Springs in September. Most exciting, we will be relaunching the movie nights here at LGUMC! 
We are aiming them to be held every other month, starting in August sometime, exact date TBD. We are very excited about the 
possibilities that this will offer, and all the new youth and families that will come to our beautiful church for these events. Thank you 
all for your support, and please continue to pray for the continued growth of the youth group. We are all very excited for what God 
has in store for us, so stay tuned for future events and announcements! 
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 August Events As of 7/31/2023 
 

Abbreviations:  FLC - Family Life Center; ZVC - Zoom Video Conference, O-Office, S-
Sanctuary 

(Entries marked with * repeat every week and are only listed on the first occurrence)  

Date   Day  
 
1 Tuesday ALBOH Summer Camp, 1-3:30, FLC 1&2 

2 Wednesday A Little Bit of Heaven (ALBOH) Chapel*, 9:00 am, Sanctuary; United Women in 

Faith   ( UWF)[formerly UMW] Circle meeting, 10:00 am, FLC; Nominations Committee Meet-

ing, 12pm, Choir Practice*, 6:30 pm, Sanctuary, Hope House*, 6:30pm-9pm, FLC 

3 Thursday  Food Pantry*, 9:30 am - 11:30 pm, FLC; 

4 Friday  Hope House Spaghetti Fundraiser, 5pm-8pm, FLC, Take out only 

5 Saturday  Praise Team Practice, 1:00pm, S; Hope House Spaghetti Fundraiser, 3pm-8pm, 

FLC, Take out only 

6 Sunday Sunday School classes*, 9:15 - 10:15 am in Family Life Center (FLC); Worship 

Service* and Communion, 10:30 am; Publix bakery goods* in FLC for needy; Movimiento 

Misionero Mundial Pentecostal Church*, 10:30 am, FLC upstairs; New Testament Christian 

Church*, 1:30 pm, Sanctuary   

7 Monday  Board of Trustees meeting, 2:00 pm, Church Office   

8 Tuesday        Zoom 1 PM 

9 Wednesday  Merry Matters craft group, 10:00 am - noon, FLC Classrooms  

10 Thursday  

11 Friday  

12 Saturday   Hope House FLC 

13 Sunday Harvest Sunday (canned and boxed foods for our food pantry) 

14 Monday Finance Meeting, 1pm, FLC 

15 Tuesday            Zoom 1PM 

16 Wednesday Choir Practice 6:30 Sanctuary 

17 Thursday A Little Bit of Heaven (ALBOH) Board meeting, 2:00 pm, FLC;  

18 Friday  

19 Saturday UWF Event, 9am-2pm, (S;)Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations Committee (SPPRC) 

meeting, 10:00am, FLC 

20 Sunday             * 

21 Monday   

22 Tuesday            Zoom 1PM 

23 Wednesday  Merry Matters craft group, 10:00 am - noon, FLC Classrooms, Choir Practice  

6:30 Sanctuary  

24 Thursday 

25 Friday 

26 Saturday         Hope House FLC 

 27 Sunday            *  

 28 Monday           UWF Leadership meeting 10 am FLC 

 29 Tuesday           Zoom 1PM 

 30  Wednesday      Choir practice 6:30 Sanctuary, Hope House 

 31 Thursday     Praise Band  Sanctuary   
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                                                          FUMCH Bicycle Maintenance 

During the June 30th-6 July period we took nine repaired bicycles to the Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home.  It was a slow time at FUMCH as many of the residents had gone to the Warren Wil-

lis Summer Camp.  Thankfully, they left their bikes behind.  While there, we spent time performing 
bicycle repairs on fifty-two bicycles.   Additionally, we triaged numerous bikes which had previously 
been piled up due to damaged parts.  The FUMCH staff has decided to let the children repair their 
own bikes for minor issues.  A hands-on repair class was held for eight of the older children.  Topics 

included repairing flat tires, making brake adjustments, etc.  To that end, we left a tool kit, air pumps, 
and multiple sized tubes with the staff. Unfortunately, this was the start of the hottest weather the 
world had experienced to date.  Not the best of times to perform bicycle maintenance in the sun.  We 
finished earlier than anticipated and look forward to returning in the Fall as temperatures hopefully 
drop. 

                                                          

 

 

 

                                                              UW of Faith Circle Meeting       

                        Next meeting of UWF will be August 2nd at 10 am in the library                                          
o                     of the FLC.     We will be studying Chapter 6, Calm This Chaos.”  Also,   a                                                                     

                        decision on the distribution of funds.  Afterwards, join us for lunch. 

 

 

                                                             MISSION STUDY FOR UW OF FAITH 

                         Four books have been ordered that should be read before the  

                     August 19th planning meeting. If anyone is interested in attending 

                     this planning meeting please let Phyllis Kitchens know so she can  

                     order a book for you. 

                     The book being studied  at the September 23rd Mission Study will 

                     be:            

                     Living The Kin-dom, Exploring The Lord’s Prayer as a Spiritual 

                     Practice for Social Transformation.  

                     We will be hosting this event and look forward to an in-depth 

                    study and conversation with many other United Women of Faith. 
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    Prayer Ministry-August 2023 

    

“Your prayers and your compassionate acts are like a memorial offering to 

God.”   Acts 10:4 CEB  

    “I love your sanctuary, Lord, the place where you glory shines.  I come to your altar, O Lord, 
singing a song of thanksgiving.” Psalm 26:7-8 NLT  The world outside may look a little disap-
pointing to us at times, but once we step into God’s house, our spirit comes alive:  as we put our 
focus on Jesus, responding to His call with open arms and willing heart and accepting the em-
powerment from the Holy Spirit.  In Revelation 22:17 we are asked to simply “come” Let them 
come and drink the water of life.”   In God’s house with all of God’s people there is an open invi-
tation to “come”, worship and be blessed.   
            We have had many requests for prayer this year and we give thanks for all our dedicated 
prayer warriors and their constant concern  for those in need of prayer and a loving gesture of a 
phone call, card or visit.   
            “The grace of the Lord Jesus be will you all”.  Revelation 22:21 

We currently have 70 long-term prayer requests on the Prayer Journal, 9 in other living facili-

ties other than their own homes, 9 in the U.S. Service and many other needs to pray over 

within our church.  We also average 40 prayer needs on our non-long-term prayer list that 

extends for a month. Lake Gibson is very blessed to have Prayer Warriors who are dedicated 

to praying for others.  If you would like to become a prayer warrior, please contact the church 

office or Fran. The purpose of being a prayer warrior is simply receiving an occasional email 

and a monthly prayer journal to partnership with other prayer warriors in praying for others. 

Have a blessed summer and if you are traveling, stay safe.   Prayers and God’s  

Prayer Ministry-Fran  

 
 
  

FOOD PANTRY             

The transition from using the office to the FLC went smoothly and everyone seems to be happy 
with the move.  There is plenty of storage and a filing cabinet for paperwork.  Good job everyone.  
Current needs are:  Jelly and tomato sauce, so please, if you can bring these items it would help. 

NURTURE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Nurture committee needs volunteers for visiting members in the hospital and shut ins (home 
bound, sick at home, nursing homes, assisted living).  We need to step up as a Church and visit 
those needing caring attention.  It only takes once a month or once a week if you wish to visit more 
often.  Please volunteer to help.  Call Ann Johnson 863-450-2765 
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August 2023 Financial Update: 

What are you doing to fulfill your promise to be faithful in your “witness”, as well as in your 

“prayers, presence, gifts and service”?  You took a similar pledge as a profession of membership 

within the United Methodist Church.   

Are you fully involved within the life of the church?  Are you joining others in Sunday worship?  Are 

you participating in programs and guiding your congregation through opinions voiced within stand-

ing committees?    

We, collectively, need to renew our commitment to Christ’s church if our congregation is to survive 

over the coming years. 

We are on a path of discernment regarding whether we remain within the United Methodist 

Church or take a different path.  Collectively, we will likely make a decision as we hold a formal vote 

during the Fall.  Should 67% of the attending members decide to leave the United Methodist 

Church, we will take steps to transition into a more conservative congregation in December 2023.  

Doing so will require a significant monetary investment (most likely from a loan).   

Our current issue is that we must get to December in a solid financial situation.  We have finished 

six months of our fiscal year.  Based on our budgetary plan, we are currently lagging behind by 

$44,345 (as reflected in the second chart).   

 

Thankfully, due to Pastor Rob working part-time and taking reduced compensation, we will save ap-

proximately $32,000 over the balance of 2023.  This will leave a shortfall of at least $12,000 for the 

remainder of the year.  

When considering our future, a full-time elder pastor is likely to have a higher salary irrespective of 

which denomination Lake Gibson finally chooses.  Additionally, our Youth/Children’s Director is cur-

rently supported by reserved funding accumulated over a number of years.  In 2025 this funding 

will be fully expended and our budget will increase by at least $30,000 to cover that position.  I can 

easily envision a budget of approximately $345,000 in 2025.   
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We, collectively, need to recommit to our membership pledge to support our congregation.  Pray 

about how you might increase your participation in church life.  Suggest, implement and participate 

in new programs to draw your neighbors into our congregation.  We can grow and make up our fi-

nancial shortfall.  We want to ensure that we are in the best position to vote regarding our discern-

ment decision through a Fall membership vote.  

Collectively, if we each increased our contributions by a minimum of 10%, we would be on a path to 

cover our expenses for the balance of 2023. 
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                                                                               SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER 

                                                                                    Benefitting Hope House Mobile    

                                           Friday August 4th: 5pm-8pm (take out only)                                                                                

                                           Saturday, August 5th: 3pm—8pm 

                             Each $10.00 Dinner includes: Spaghetti with your choice of sauce,                                  

Cucumber & tomato salad,  or coleslaw, and bread. 

                                            Lake Gibson United Methodist Church, Family Life Center 

                                                     424 W. Daughtery Rd., Lakeland, FL  33809 

Editorial Policy  

The articles contained in The Good News express the opinions of their authors, and do not necessarily reflect poli-
cies of the United Methodist Church or of Lake Gibson United Methodist Church.    

The purpose of the newsletter is to foster better communication of ideas and opportunities for worship and service 
among LGUMC members and friends as we seek to share God’s love and make disciples of Jesus Christ.  All mem-
bers and constituents are encouraged to write articles and share their thoughts and photos with the congregation.  

Barb Allen-Coil, Editor 

 

 
 
 

Contact Information 
 

   Pastor  Rob Atchley , 863-858-5431; fax 863-853-1625; pastor@lakegibsonumc.com 
 
   Kristie Otte, Administrative Secretary, 863-858-5431, office@lakegibsonumc.com 
 
  Sue Heishman, Bookkeeper 
 
   Office Hours:  8:00 am to 1:00 pm, Monday thru Thursday 
 
   Glenda Grant Hess, Music/Worship Director 
   
 Justin Bennett, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries 
 
 Leon Rumohr, Custodian 
 
 Barbara Allen-Coil Newsletter Editor, ballencoil@gmail.com 
 
   Latisha Cook, Director of A Little Bit of Heaven Child Enrichment Center, 863-858-8400. 
 
   Kristie Otte, Dave McPherson, Bob Siegel, Stacie Sullivan and Bailey Taylor, Audio/Visual Team 
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Birthdays in August 
 

 Date      Names 

 8/1  George Band 

 8/10  Rosita Stafford      

 8/12            Danny Hughes 

 8/16  Wealthy Brown 

 8/18  Mike Stafford 

 8/28  Sandy Stanfield    

 8/31  Lou Webb 

   

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries in August 

 
 Date       Names 

 8/02           Dick & Debbie McPherson               

 8/05           Jeff & Karen Acor                        

 8/08     Kenneth &  Bonnie Fuqua 

         8/21          John & Anne 

Bernat 

         8/21           Mike & Rosita 

Stafford 


